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^Blad:wood's Magazine, November 1S47"

THE subject of the following ballad is the atrocious and
dastardly assassination of James Sharp, Archbishop of St.
Andrews and Primate of Scotland.

More than one attempt was made upon the life of that
eminent prelate. On the llth of July, 1668, a shot was
ared into his carriage in the High Stieet of Edinburgh, by
one James Mitchell, a fanatical field preacher, and an
associate of the infamous Major Weir. The primate escaped
iHibarmed, but his colleague Eonyman, Bisiiop of Orkney,
received a severe wound, from the effects of which he died
in the following year. The assassin Mitchell fled to Holland,
but subsequently returned, and was arrested in the midst of
his preparations for another diabolical attempt This man.
who afterwards suffered for his crimes, and who in ecn-

Zimri, and from thafc law in Deuteronomy commanding to
kill false prophets "! This is no matter of surprise, when
it is recollected that the 'principles of assassination', as
Mr. C. K. Sharps observes, were ' strongly recommended in
'Naphtlidli, Jus Populi Vindicatum, and afterwards in the
Bind let Loose, which books were in almost as much esteem
with the Presbyterians as their Bibles.' Sir George
Mackenzie states: i These irreligious and heterodox books,
called NaphtJiaU and Jus Populi, had made the killing of all
dissenters from Presbytery seem not only lawful, but a duty
among many of that profession: and in a postcript to Jus
Populi, it was told thafc the sending of the Archbishop of
St. Andrews' head to the king would be the best present
that could be made to Jesus Christ.'1
These principles, at first received with doubt, were after-
wards carried out to the utmost extent by the more violent
of the insurgent party. Murder and assault, frequently
perpetrated upon unoffending and defenceless persons, be-
came so common, that the ordinary course of the law was
suspended, and its execution devolved upon the military.
Scotland was indeed in a complete state of terrorism. Gangs
of armed fanatics, who had openly renounced their allegiance,
perambulated the country, committing every sort of atrocity^
1 Lawsun's History of the Episcopal Church qf Scctt'and.